
REACH 
UP/TANF

The purpose of the Reach Up program is to: 

A. assist families, recognizing individual and unique characteristics, to obtain the 
opportunities and skills necessary for self-sufficiency; 

B. encourage economic independence by removing barriers and disincentives to 
work and providing positive incentives to work; 

C. support parental nurturing; 
D. support parental responsibility and positive parental role models, both custodial 

and noncustodial; 
E. measure the success of the system by what is best for children;
F. improve the well-being of children by providing for their immediate basic needs, 

including food, housing and clothing; 
G. respect the dignity of individuals and families receiving assistance by providing 

employment, education, and other services through social service delivery 
systems available to all Vermont citizens and by encouraging the private sector to 
integrate families receiving assistance into the mainstream of the employment 
market; 

H. recognize the challenges facing many families receiving assistance by minimizing 
structural financial disincentives to increased earnings and the abrupt termination 
of assistance before parents are fully integrated into the employment market; 

I. conserve state public financial resources by operating the system of aid in a 
manner that is efficient and avoids federal fiscal sanctions; and 

J. conform to the federal TANF law.



Improve the well-being of children by 
providing for their immediate basic needs, 
including food, housing and clothing.



Including:
• changes to the earned income disregard; 
• increase of the child-support pass-through 

from $50 to $100
• the revised definition of eligible child 

increasing the eligibility cutoff from 19 to 22 if 
disabled or a high school/tech student 
expected to graduate before that age

• the Department added to 2253(a)(10) the 
italicized, excluding from income “Assistance 
from other sources to meet needs not covered 
by the Reach Up benefit, for example: 
Assistance granted for a specific purpose, 
such as vocational rehabilitation, poverty 
reduction, or housing, including incentive 
allowances, stipends, and other forms of 
financial assistance paid to an active Reach 
Up participant

Much to celebrate - this can really make Reach 
Up an example of how programs can support 
family well-being.

 

Reach Up(dates)*
Act 133 changes - effective January 1!

* Coined by Rep. Taylor Small



Currently, Vermont is failing to meet the statutory requirements of the 
Reach Up program. These stipulations were established to ensure 
that the program meets the immediate basic needs of children in 
Vermont.  In failing to meet these requirements, we are undermining 
the stated purposes and the effectiveness of the program.  

The Governor’s Recommended FY25 Budget does not provide 
for immediate basic needs of Vermont’s children and families.



What makes up a budget?

(Basic Needs Technical Advisory Committee)



Reach Up consistently falls 
short in three important 
ways: 
• There is no automatic adjustment 

for inflation, and current 
calculations for non housing 
essentials remain at 2019 levels. 

• The housing stipend is based on 
what families reported spending 
on housing more than 20 years 
ago (2001), rather than on an 
objective measure like current fair 
market rent. 

• These inadequate benefits are then 
subjected to an adjustment called 
the ratable reduction, which 
essentially cuts the benefit in half. 



H.94 / Act 49









Chapin Hall



Some examples of concrete supports that have 
evidence behind them in reducing child maltreatment.

• Medicaid Expansion & Continuity of Benefits

• Permanent Housing Subsidies 

• Paid Family Leave

• Child Care Subsidies

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

• Minimum Wage

• Earned Income Tax Credit

• Child Support Payments



Policy Goals & Opportunities for Advocacy



Measure the success of the system by what is best for 
children.

“TANF funding rules should be structured in a 
way that harnesses the program’s flexibility to 
help states invest in the essential programs and 
services families need to thrive.”
~American Public Human Services Association


